WESSEX TALES

1 Please say no more/ she implored. ' Whatever
my errors, I have paid for them during the last five
years!J

The heart of Darton was subject to sudden over-
flowings. He was kind to a fault. * I am sorry
from my soul/ he said, involuntarily approaching her.
Helena withdrew a step or two, at which he became
conscious of his movement, and quickly took his
former place. Here he stood without speaking, and
the little kettle began to sing.

( Well, you might have been my wife if you had
chosen/ he said at last. * But that's all past and
gone. However, if you are in any trouble or poverty
I shall be glad to be of service, and as your relation
by marriage I shall have a right to be. Does your
uncle know of your distress ? '

* My uncle is dead.    He left me without a farthing.
And now we have two children to maintain.'

4 What, left you nothing ? How could he be so
cruel as that ?'

* I disgraced myself in his eyes/

* Now/ said Darton earnestly, ' let me take care of
the children, at least while you are so unsettled.     You
belong to another, so I cannot take care of you/

'Yes you can/ said a voice; and suddenly a third
figure stood beside them. It was Sally. ' You can,
since you seem to wish to ? ' she repeated. * She no
longer belongs to another. . . . My poor brother is
dead!'

Her face was red, her eyes sparkled, and all the
woman came to the front. ' I have heard it!' she
went on to him passionately. "You can protect her
now as well as the children ! * She turned then to her
agitated sister-in-law. ' I heard something/ said Sally
(in a gentle murmur, differing much from her previous
passionate words), * and I went into his room. It
must have been the moment you left. He went off
so quickly, and weakly, and it was so unexpected,
that I couldn't leave even to call you/
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